WATER BAPTISM
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BAPTISM IN WATER

Now that we have examined in Lesson 2 what it means to be a child of
God, baptism is the way that Jesus has designed for us to physically show
others this decision we have made. There are many “opinions” today
amongst Christians concerning baptism in water. We need to make sure
that God's word is what determines our doctrine, rather than the opinions

of people, as it says in Matthew 15.

Matthew 15: 8-9 (NIV)

8 “ ‘These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.”” =
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DEFINITION

N
The word “baptism” is the english form of the greek word “baptizo” which means “to
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immerse or dip” to “whelm” or “cover wholly with fluid”. The verses below emphasise this:

Mark 1:9-10 - 9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John

in the Jordan.10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water...

John 3:23 - 23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of

water, and people were coming and being baptised.

These verses above and the meaning of the greek word baptizo, clearly reveal that baptism
should be an action where someone is fully immersed under water, as opposed to being

lightly sprinkled with water.
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JESUS HIMSELF WAS BAPTISED.

Matthew 3:13-17 (NIV) - 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
be baptised by John 14 but John tried to deter him, saying, “l need to be
baptised by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now;
it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him,17 and a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,

whom | love; with Him | am well pleased.”




JESUS INSTRUCTS US, HIS
DISCIPLES TO BE BAPTISED

THE COMMISSION JESUS LEFT HIS FOLLOWERS

Matthew 28:19 (NIV) - 19 “Therefore go and make disciples (followers)of
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you

and | will be with you always, even to the end of the age!”

Mark 16:15,16 (NIV) - 15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and

preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptised will

be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
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WHO DOES THE BIBLE SAY MAY BE BAPTISED?

Those who have repented from sin.

Acts 2:38 (NIV) - 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your

sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
(repentance: a change of mind followed by a change of action)

Those who receive the Word of God.

Acts 2:41 (NIV) - 41 Those who accepted his message were
baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number

that day. ®)



- WHO MAY BE BAPTISED conr

Those who have faith in Jesus.

Acts 8:36-38 (NIV) - 36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some
water and the Eunuch said, “ Look, Here is some water, what can stand in the
way of my being baptised? 37 Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart you

may.” The Eunuch answered, “ | believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God.” 38

He gave orders to stop the chariot, then both Philip and the Eunuch went down
into the water and Philip baptised him.



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BAPTISM AND THE
DEDICATION/CHRISTENING OF YOUNG CHILDREN

Jesus himself was dedicated to the Lord
when he was 8 days old, and then

baptised at 30yrs.

The Bible teaches that people who repent

and believe should be baptised. In our

Church, following the example of Jesus,

babies are dedicated to the Lord where a

special prayer of blessing is prayed over

them.



— WHEN WERE PEOPLE BAPTISED IN
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2 THE NEW TESTAMENT?

Acts 16:33 (NIV) - 33 at that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds;

then immediately he and all his household were baptised.

Acts 8:12 (NIV) - 12 but when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women.

These verses above reveal that baptism can be done immediately following a decision to

follow Jesus.



SIGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISM

Mark 16:16 (NIV) - 16 Whoever believes and

is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not

believe will be condemned.

Baptism doesn't make you a member of God's family; only faith in Christ does
that. Baptism shows that you a part of God's family. Like a wedding ring, it is a
visible reminder of an inward commitment made in your heart. It is an act of

initiation, and not something you put off until you are spiritually mature.



WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
- OF WATER BAPTISM?
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By being baptised a person identifies with Jesus’ death and resurrection to

new life.

Romans 6: 3-11 (Message)- That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we

are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the
water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Could it be any cleareré Our old way of life

was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life, no longer

captive to sin’s demands! If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get
included in his life-saving resurrection. We know that when Jesus was raised from the
dead it was the signal of the end of death as the end. Never again will death have the e
last word. You are dead to sin and alive to God.
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\/ In baptism, we rise out of the water with the same new
- life which Jesus rose from the grave. We leave the old
- life dead and buried, and live in such a way that is

glorifying to God.
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/" ARE YOU READY FOR BAPTISM?

N

* WHAT DO | WEAR TO MY BAPTISM?

* DO | NEED TO SPEAK AT MY BAPTISM? (- WHAT IS A TESTIMONY?)

* WHAT HAPPENS AT MY BAPTISM?

* WHO SHOULD I INVITE TO MY BAPTISM?

* CAN A LOVED ONE COME INTO THE WATER WITH ME?

* WHERE CAN | BE BAPTISED? ®

* PLEASE SEE A SERVICE PASTOR TO TALK ABOUT THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO\_/

BE BAPTISED. v U QO o ),



